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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
New scholarship honors longtime staff member 
A new scholarship for students with a passion 
for education and community service was cre-
ated to honor a woman who valued both as an 
avenue to empower women. 
The Jean Enright Scholarship in Women and 
Gender Studies was established in the summer 
to acknowledge and support a student minor-
ing in that program who has demonstrated a 
commitment to serving women and girls. The 
$1,000 scholarship honors Enright, former 
executive assistant to the president. 
"This scholarship speaks directly to the mis-
sion of Grand Valley's Women 's Center and 
the Women and Gender Studies Program 
- empowering women to shape their own 
futures and to have an impact on the worlds 
they inhabit," said Kathleen Underwood, coor-
dinator of the WGS Program. "Scholarships of 
this kind support women at GVSU and permit 
them to fulfill their educational, personal and 
career potentials." 
Enright has made significant community con-
tributions through her service 
and board membership. Among 
the organizations that have ben-
efited are the Michigan Women's 
Foundation, Planned Parenthood, 
West Michigan Academy of 
Music for Girls, YWCA, and 
American Red Cross. In addition, 
Enright served the community as 
chair and co-chair of the GVSU 
United Way Campaign for 17 
years. 
The deadline for students 
to apply for the scholarship 
is October 30. Applications 
are online at www.gvsu.edu/ 
women_cen. For more infor-
mation, contact Underwood at 
underwok@gvsu.edu or x18516. 
"The scholarship will have a 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Jean Enright looks at materials for a scholarship created in 
her name for Women and Gender Studies students. Also pic-
tured are (left to right) Maribeth Wardrop, Peter Turner and 
Kathleen Underwood. 
particular resonance with every woman who 
receives it," said Marlene Kowalski-Braun, 
director of the Women 's Center. "The recipi-
ent will come to understand the value of con-
necting with the academic world and with the 
community, just as Jean has always done." 
···--------------------------
Grand Valley features Egyptian art and artist 
A body of work by Egyptian artist Rana 
Chalabi, created specifically for an exhibition 
at the GVSU Art Gallery, will be on display 
beginning Wednesday, October 4, as part of the 
university 's Fall Arts Celebration, sponsored by 
Macatawa Bank. 
The Syrian-born Chalabi, who now lives in 
Cairo, will attend the public opening reception 
on Thursday, October 5, from 5-7 p.m. at the 
gallery in the Performing Arts Center. 
The exhibition is sponsored by a gift from URS 
Corporation and made possible, in part, by a 
grant from Michigan Humanities Council, an 
affiliate of the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. 
Chalabi's watercolor works in this exhibition 
depict life in Cairo, as she experiences it. There 
are views of downtown Cairo, views of impor-
tant and well-known mosques and palaces, 
ancient Christian churches, boats anchored 
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'Giza Pyramids' by Rana Chalabi is included in 
the exhibition. 
along the Nile, as well as village life in other 
parts of the country. 
"I also asked her to include views of ancient 
Egyptian ruins of temples," said Henry 
Matthews, director of galleries and collections. 
"She painted several views both of the exte-
rior and the interior spaces of the ancient St. 
Catherine Monastery located in the shadow of 
Mt. Sinai." 
The tradition of painting these kinds of views, 
specifically in Egypt, is perhaps best known 
through the work of Scottish artist David 
Roberts ( 1796-1864). To complement the 
Chalabi exhibition, a Roberts print exhibit will 
be shown concurrently in the Lake Ontario 
Hall, Red Wall Gallery. A reception for this 
exhibit is planned for Thursday, October 5, 
from 5-7 p.m., in the Red Wall Gallery, Lake 
Ontario Hall. 
Caroline Williams, visiting scholar from the 
College of William and Mary, wi ll speak 
on Roberts ' work and his famous views of 
Egyptian monuments. Her talk on October 9 
is from 4:30-5:45 p.m., in the Kirkhof Center, 
Grand River Room. 
Both exhibitions continue through November 3. 
For more information call xl2564. 
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Across Campus 
Governor's office visitor Johnson Center hosts AIM Alliance 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Jerome Marks, special 
assistant to Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm, visits an econom-
ics class led by Associate 
Professor Gerry Simons on 
September 25 in the DeVos 
Center. Marks spoke about 
the impact of different 
international trade policies 
on Michigan's economy and 
how to improve Michigan's 
competitive stance in the 
face of mounting global 
economic pressures. 
The Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit 
Leadership at Grand Valley State University will host the AIM Alliance 
meeting October 3-5, in the De Vos Center of the Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. 
AIM Alliance is a partnership among the Johnson Center, Indiana 
University 's Center on Philanthropy, and Arizona State University's 
Center for Nonprofit Leadership and Management. The alliance is the first 
of its kind in the sector with a goal to improve services for all nonprofit 
academic centers. The three universities were awarded a $7.5 million 
grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in Battle Creek to collaborate 
and utilize each center's strengths to increase capacity and diversity of the 
nonprofit sector. 
Festival committee seeks presentations 
"By working together, we can establish national standards , promote great 
diversity, and make the entire field of study even more useful to founda-
tions and nonprofit organizations," said Kathy Agard, executive director 
of the Johnson Center. 
The Intercultural Festival Planning Committee seeks proposals and pre-
sentations for the Intercultural Festival, scheduled for October 11. 
Women's reception speaker 
Faculty and staff members interested in contributing should submit their 
workshop, roundtable, presentation, discussion group or performance 
information to www.studentlife.gvsu.edu/signmeup. 
The event will occur in the Kirkhof Center from 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. A schedule 
of events will be online at www.events.gvsu.edu and www.gvsu.edu/if 
after presentations have been selected. 
Plaza Cafe serves breakfast 
The Plaza in the De Vos Center now serves breakfast, including bagels, 
muffins, scones, fresh fruit, yogurt, coffee, and breakfast sandwich. Hours 
for breakfast are 9-11 a.m. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Julia Guevara, assessment and accreditation officer, speaks at the annual 
Women's Welcome Reception, held September 20 in the Kirkhof Center. 
Her speech, "Hear My Voice," focused on the MCRI vote in November. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
John Kilbourne, associate professor of movement 
science, was interviewed by the Philadelphia Daily 
News about his tenure as the first full-time strength 
and flexibility coach with the 1983 World Champion 
Philadelphia 76ers. 
Sketches 
Yosay Wangdi, assistant professor of history, gave a 
presentation, "Nature of Buddhist Prayer," and was 
a panelist in the Buddhist-Christian Conversation on 
the event of National Day of Prayer at the Central 
United Methodist Church in Muskegon. She also 
gave a presentation, "Tibetan National Identity," at 
the International lntercultural Conference in Kolkata, 
India. 
Steve Mattox, associate professor of geology, co-
wrote an article, "The Great Quake of 1906," pub-
lished in Science and Children. 
Annis Water Resources Institute staff and faculty 
members Don Uzarski, Matthew Cooper and Carl 
Ruetz gave two presentations, "Development and 
Use of Indices of Biotic Integrity (IBI) In Great 
Lakes Coastal Wetlands" and "Distribution of Round 
Gobies in Coastal Areas of Lake Michigan," at the 
annual meeting of the Association of State Wetland 
Managers in Traverse City. 
Phyllis Curtiss, associate professor of statistics, 
gave a presentation, "Intermediate Statistics with 
SAS: Interactive," at the 2006 Joint Statistical 
Meeting in Seattle. 
Statistics faculty members Mary Richardson and 
Paul Stephenson gave a presentation, "(I Spy) 
Assessing the Reliability of Eye-Witness Testimony," 
at the 2006 Joint Statistical Meeting in Seattle. 
Statistics faculty members Gerald Shoultz and Paul 
Stephenson gave a presentation, "A Comparison of 
Two Methods for Disease Surveillance," at the 2006 
Joint Statistical Meeting. 
Neal Rogness, associate professor of statistics, gave 
a presentation, "Statistics Jeopardy," at the 2006 
Joint Statistical Meeting in Seattle. 
Felix Ngassa, assistant professor of chemis-
try, and undergraduate students wrote an article, 
"Pd-Xantphos-Catalyzed Direct Arylation of 
Nucleosides," published in the journal Organic 
Letters. 
Don Uzarski, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, gave a plenary lecture 
at the meeting of the Association of State Wetland 
Managers in Traverse City. 
continues on page 3 
What·s Ahead 
Project addresses 
violence against women 
A visual display of "dirty laundry" at the 
Allendale, Pew Grand Rapids and Holland 
Meijer campuses will be on exhibit today 
through October 6 in hopes of drawing attention 
to violence against women. 
Sponsored by the Women 's Center, the 
Clothesline Project is a display of T-shirts that 
tell the stories of acts of violence against women. 
The national program started in 1990; organiz-
ers wanted to remind audiences of the days 
when women could only talk secretly and safely 
together while hanging laundry. 
Grand Valley's exhibits will be displayed in the 
Kirkhof Center Lobby, De Vos Center Student 
Lounge and the Holland Meijer Campus Lobby. 
Questions can be directed to the Women's Center 
at x12748. 
Foreign correspondent 
to speak in Grand Rapids 
He's described as one of the most controversial 
and compelling voices in journalism. Author 
and journalist Christopher Hitchens is coming to 
Grand Rapids for a lecture sponsored by Grand 
Valley's Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies. 
"Christopher Hitchens is one of the finest polem-
icists in the United States today," said Gleaves 
Whitney, director of the Hauenstein Center. 
"He is tough-minded and, given his leftist back-
ground, has developed a surprising view of the 
Iraq War and President Bush." 
Hitchens will speak Tuesday, October 3, at 7:30 
p.m. , at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 
Auditorium in downtown Grand Rapids. 
Hitchens is a contributing editor to Vanity Fair 
and he writes a monthly column for The Atlantic. 
His work regularly appears in The New York 
Times Book Review, The Nation, Harper 's, 
Slate and the New York Review of Books. He 
has held visiting academic appointments at the 
New School for Social Research, the University 
of Pittsburgh and the University of California, 
Berkeley. 
For more information, visit www.allpresidents. 
org or call x12770. 
Lecture series continues 
with presentation on MCRI 
The Professionals of Color Lecture Series con-
tinues with a presentation on the Michigan Civil 
Rights Initiative and its impact, if it passes in 
November, on women and minorities. 
Jean Doss, senior associate lobbyist for Capitol 
Services, Inc ., will speak from 4-6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, October 4, in the Kirkhof Center, 
Grand River Room. The lecture is free and open 
to the public. 
Since joining Capitol Services in 1991, Doss 
has been actively involved in direct lobbying on 
behalf of various nonprofit organizations and 
professional associations, including the Michigan 
Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, 
Food Bank Council of Michigan, Michigan 
Counseling Association, Michigan Society 
for Clinical Laboratory Science, and Families 
Against Mandatory Minimums. 
She is a member of the advisory committee 
for the Nokomis Foundation and the Institute 
for Women's Policy Research. She has also 
served as an advisory committee member for 
the Michigan Women's Foundation, and on state 
Rep. Doug Hart 's Blue Ribbon Panel on Gender 
Equity in High School Athletics. 
The lecture series is sponsored by the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs ; for more information, call 
x12177. 
Counseling Center offers 
screenings 
The Counseling and Career Development Center 
will again offer free, anonymous screenings 
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on Thursday, October 5, National Depression 
Screening Day. 
Counselors will be available from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
in Student Services Building, room 204; from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. in Kleiner Commons and Kirkhof 
Center Lobby; and 11:30 a.m.-1 :30 p.m. in the 
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences and 
De Vos Center Lobby. 
Participants will fill out a questionnaire and then 
talk with a counselor. For more information, call 
x13266. 
Violence, grace focus of 
O'Connor conference 
The works of author Flannery O'Connor are the 
springboard for a conference that proposes to 
examine the intersection of violence and grace 
in a world wracked by terrorist attacks, school 
shootings, war and acts of nature. 
"Flannery O'Connor in the Age of Terrorism" 
is a three-day conference at the De Vos Center 
October 5-7. Cost of the full program, which 
includes five meals and breakout sessions with 
80 national and international speakers, is $100. 
Events beginning at 5 p.m., on Thursday, are 
open to the public and free . They include lectures 
by Robert Donahoo, incoming president of the 
Flannery O'Connor Society; and Anthony Di 
Renzo, of Ithaca University. 
"The conference grew out of a Major Authors 
course I taught last summer as part of our new 
master's of English program," said conference 
organizer Avis Hewitt, associate professor of 
English. "The conference is timely because 
O'Connor's work speaks to the efficacy of tran-
scendent grace in our confrontations with the 
ongoing palpable fear that marks contemporary 
life." 
For more information and a complete schedule 
visit www.gvsu.edu/oconnor. 
···--------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 2 
Darren Walhof, assistant professor of politi-
cal science, gave a presentation, "Conceptual 
History and the Force of Tradition," at the ninth 
annual International Conference of the History 
of Political and Social Concepts Group in 
Uppsala, Sweden. 
John D. Hewitt, professor of criminal justice, 
wrote an article, "Having Faith in Faith-Based 
Prison Programs," published in Criminology 
& Public Policy. He also co-authored a book, 
Delinquency in Society, published by McGraw-
Hill. 
Polly Diven, associate professor of political 
science, wrote an article, "A Coincidence of 
Interests: The Hyperpluralism of U.S. Food Aid 
Policy," published in Foreign Policy Analysis. 
Char Beckmann, professor of mathematics, 
has been honored with an MCTM 2006 Service 
Award from the Michigan Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics. 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of 
social work, co-authored an article, "Foster 
Parent Associations: Advocacy, Support and 
Empowerment," published in Families in 
Society. 
Jennifer Gross, associate professor of psychol-
ogy, gave a presentation, "Relational Influences 
on Person Perception, Affect, and Memory," 
at the annual meetings of the Association for 
Psychological Science in New York. 
Brian Lakey, professor of psychology, gave 
a presentation, "An Observation of Patient-
Treatment Matching in Substance Abuse 
Treatment," at the annual meetings of the 
Association for Psychological Science in New 
York. He was a co-presenter at two other pre-
sentations. 
Steve Glass, professor of movement science, 
gave two workshops on "Resistance Training 
Benefits and Techniques" at Shape Automotive 
Corporation in Grand Haven for its corporate 
wellness program. 
William Crawley, assistant professor of crimi-
nal justice, was awarded a grant from the U.S . 
Department of Justice to work with the U.S. 
Attorney in support of multiple anti-gun vio-
lence initiatives throughout the Western Federal 
District of Michigan. 
continues on page 4 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Nov. 3 
Gallery Hours: Ancient Sites Revisited: 
Watercolors of Egypt by Rana Chalabi. PAC. 
Call x12564 for more information. 
Mon., Oct. 2 
Noon: History Colloquium: "Sexual Disorder 
and Soldiers in Weimar Germany, 1918-
1933," by Jason Crouthamel. 2341 MAK. 
Call x13298 for more information. 
Noon: Voluntary Simplicity Session. 142 KC. 
Call x12257 for more information. 
3 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Lecture: "Is 
Shakespeare Our Contemporary?" AH. Call 
x 13668 for more information. 
4 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. Poetry 
Reading. 204 KC. Call xl2177 for more 
information. 
7 p.m. : Women's Studies Council presents bell 
hooks. Fountain Street Church, Grand Rapids. 
Call xl2748 for more information. 
Tues., Oct. 3 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Heinavanker 
Ensemble. CDC. Call x 13484 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: Hauenstein Center Event. Christopher 
Hitchens: Jefferson, Bush, and U.S. Wars in 
the Middle East. Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Museum. Call x 12770 for more information. 
Wed., Oct. 4 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call xl2204 for more information. 
Noon: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. Business 
Forum. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
x I 2177 for more information. 
Noon: Women's Center Lunches for Moms. 161 
KC. Call xl2748 for more information. 
1 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
"Leading From the Middle." 215A EC. Call 
x12215 for more information. 
4 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture Series. 
"Gender Impact on the Proposed MCRI," by 
Jean Doss. 250 KC. Call x 12177 for more 
information. 
Thurs., Oct. 5 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. 
107D DEV. Call xl 7337 for information. 
Noon: Voluntary Simplicity Session. 142 KC. 
Call x 13441 for more information. 
1 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. 
Spanglish: The New Linguistic Hybrid. 
215/216 KC. Call x12177 for information. 
3 p.m.: Retirement Open House for Donald 
VanderJagt. Meadows Clubhouse. Call 
xl2040 for more information. 
3-8 p.m.: Conference: Flannery O'Connor in the 
Age of Terrorism. DEV. Call x13405 for more 
information on this three-day conference. 
5 p.m.: Reception for Ancient Sites Revisited: 
Watercolors of Egypt. PAC. Call xl2564 for 
more information. 
5 p.m.: Reception for 19th Century Views of 
Egypt. LOH. Call x12564 for more informa-
tion. 
7:30 p.m.: "Love's Labour's Lost." LAT, PAC. 
Call x12300 for tickets. 
Fri., Oct. 6 
4:30 p.m.: Awareness Expo. FH. Call x12345 for 
more information. 
7:30 p.m.: "Love's Labour's Lost." LAT, PAC. 
9 p.m.: Awareness Expo and Concert. FH. Call 
x12345 for information. 
Sat., Oct. 7 
8 a.m.: Family Weekend 5K Walk/Run. KC. Call 
x 12345 for more information. 
VENTS 
10 a.m.-7 p.m.: Renaissance Festival. Cook 
Carillon Tower. Call x13668 for more infor-
mation. 
1:30 p.m.: UClub 9-Hole Golf Scramble. 
Meadows. Call 895-1000 for more informa-
tion. 
2 p.m.: "Love's Labour 's Lost." LAT, PAC. 
5 p.m.: UClub Football Tailgater. Lubbers 
Stadium. Call x 13590 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: "Love's Labour's Lost." LAT, PAC. 
Sun., Oct. 8 
10 a.m.-7 p.m.: Renaissance Festival. Cook 
Carillon Tower. 
2 p.m.: "Love's Labour's Lost." LAT, PAC. 
Sports 
Fri., Oct. 6 
3 p.m.: Women's Tennis hosts Saginaw Valley 
State University. 
4 p.m.: Men 's Tennis hosts Invitational. 
4 p.m.: Women's Soccer hosts University of 
Findlay. 
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Wayne State University. 
Sat., Oct. 7 
10 a.m.: Men's Tennis hosts Invitational. 
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Hillsdale College. 
7 p.m.: Football hosts Mercyhurst College. 
Sun., Oct. 8 
1 p.m. : Women 's Soccer hosts Ashland 
University. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 3 
Edward Baum, director of the Center for 
Excellence in Science and Mathematics 
Education, gave a presentation, "A Process-
Oriented Guided-Inquiry Learning Approach 
to the Chemistry of Sports Physiology," at 
the 232nd National Meeting of the American 
Chemical Society in San Francisco. 
Lee Van Orsdel, dean of University Libraries, 
facilitated a session on "Author Rights" at the 
ARL/ ACRL Scholarly Communications Seminar 
at UCLA. She also gave a presentation, "The 
State of Scholarly Communications," at the 
annual North American Serials Interest Group 
conference in Denver and co-authored an article, 
"Journals in the Time of Google," published in 
Library Journal. 
Bonnie Woodman, staff member of University 
Libraries, wrote an article, "Promoting Course 
and Electronic Reserve to Campus Faculty," 
published in Journal of Inter-Library Loan, 
Document Delivery and Electronic Reserves. 
• •• 
Grand Valley United Way Campaign 
Caring Club makes it easier to give to United Way 
Terry Sack, general manager of the Meadows 
Golf Club at Grand Valley, said he is frequent-
ly approached by charities to offer a donation 
of discounts or free rounds of golf for one 
fundraiser or another. 
"Frankly, golf clubs get asked a lot - almost 
daily - to donate," Sack said. 
But he said that United Way's long reach 
addressing all of the needs of the community 
makes it appealing for him - both as a donor 
and a businessman. That's why the Meadows 
will offer $5 off a round of golf for a member 
of United Way's Caring Club, and up to three 
guests. 
"We just get so many requests, and it seems to 
me that there are so many organizations out 
there that may represent good causes," Sack 
said. "There's such a divided effort in raising 
funds that uniting them under United Way 
seems to make a ton of sense. It seems like the 
way to go." 
The Caring Club is open to donors who give a 
100 percent undesignated gift of $156 or more 
to United Way. The card acts as an incentive 
Pitching in for a good cause 
for donors to give undesignated funds 
to the United Way. Undesignated funds 
go to the United Way's Community 
Investment Fund , which allows the 
United Way and partner agencies to 
access additional money at the local , 
state and national level. By giving to 
the United Way's Community 
Investment Fund, donors ensure that 
their gifts make the most impact in the 
community. 
Caring Club members receive discounts 
on food, entertainment and local servic-
es. Members receive their Caring Club 
cards in January 2007 so they can enjoy 
great discounts throughout the year, Sack 
said. 
File photo 
Faculty and staff who pledge to become members of 
the Caring Club can receive $5 off a round of golf, one 
of many benefits of the club. 
Sack is a longtime United Way supporter. He 
was first exposed to United Way through his 
first job out of college, when his employer had 
him soliciting donations from businesses in the 
early '70s. 
"I was really impressed how easy it was to talk 
to business owners about United Way. I came 
away impressed that people had a genuine 
interest in United Way," Sack said, adding that 
he has contributed every year since then. 
For a complete list of the most current mer-
chants participating in the Caring Club and 
their special offers, please visit www.united-
waycares.com. When pledging, faculty and 
staff members are asked to be sure to include 
their home addresses on pledge forms to 
receive Caring Club cards, and to include 
e-mail addresses on pledge forms to receive 
occasional updates about the Caring Club. 
···--------------------------
Letter from President Haas 
Dear Colleagues, 
As a new member of the campus community, I was pleased to learn 
that Grand Valley is a committed United Way partner. I am told that 
as a partner the university makes a difference in the lives of children , 
families, adults and seniors. 
Last year, in Kent County alone , we touched 
the lives of 72,000 children, 35 ,000 adults, 
20 ,000 seniors and 28 ,000 families. 
Grand Valley's Women's Center staff and students gathered a group 
to participate in the United Way Day of Caring. The group volun-
teered at the Women's Resource Center in Grand Rapids on 
September 7. Pictured (left to right) are Marlene Kowalski-Braun, 
Stephanie Mueller, Ashley Nickles and JoAnn Wassenaar. 
I am a strong believer in service, and I thank 
you for considering a gift during this year's 
United Way campaign. Grand Valley's cam-
paign runs October 2-16. 
Sincerely, 
If you give ... 
How will your United Way gift help? If you give ... 
• $2 per pay period will provide one senior with meals and transportation; 
• $5 per pay period will provide one parent with training to help 
their children succeed; 
• $10 per .pay period will provide one adult with job training to achieve 
economic independence. 
Why it matters ... 
During the last decade child care costs have increased 32 percent, while 
the average number of licensed child care openings per 100 children in 
Kent County falls below national standards. In Kent County nearly 
7,500 families with children under age 18, including 4 ,783 families with 
a female head of household , live below the poverty threshold. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Thomas J. Haas 
President 
···--------------------------
Lives changed ... 
95 percent of children enrolled in child care reached age-appropriate 
developmental milestones. 
United Way I October 2, 2006 
Q&A about United Way 
Below are answers to some common questions about United Way: 
Q: As a Grand Valley employee, am I expected to give to the United 
Way Campaign? 
A: No, giving is a personal choice. Employees should not feel pressured 
or coerced into giving, but everyone should be given information and 
have the opportunity to give. 
Q: If I give, where will my money go? 
A: It will go where you direct it to go when you fill out the gift form. 
Grand Valley has partnered with Heart of West Michigan United Way to 
process all Grand Valley gifts. But depending on instructions, funds will 
go to Heart of West Michigan (Kent County), Greater Ottawa United Way 
(Ottawa County), United Way of the Lakeshore (Muskegon and Oceana 
counties) or Allegan County United Way. 
Q: How do I know the United Way will be a responsible steward of 
my gift? 
A: Go online and check. For the second year in a row, Charity Navigator 
- America's largest independent evaluator of non-profit organizations -
has given Heart of West Michigan United Way its highest four-star rating 
for organizational efficiency and prudent financial management. Only 12 
percent of the charities rated have received at least two consecutive four-
star evaluations, meaning Heart of West Michigan United Way outper-
forms most charities in America in its efforts to operate in the most fiscal-
ly responsible way. For the past five years, Heart of West Michigan 
United Way's overhead costs have been among the lowest in the country, 
holding between 7-11 percent. 
Q: Can I select specific agencies where my gift is funneled directly? 
A: Yes, you can designate which agencies are to receive your gift. Heart 
of West Michigan United Way encourages donors to give agency and 
program-specific gifts directly to organizations , rather than using the 
annual fund as a giving vehicle. Agencies must be 501(c)3 health and 
human service agencies. 
Q: Are there reasons not to designate my favored agencies? 
A: Yes. When United Way funds agencies it provides oversight and holds 
the agencies accountable for the funding they receive. Additionally, there 
is volunteer and professional oversight, increased community impact , 
comprehensive community care and less overhead. Thus, to giv ing undes-
ignated dollars to the Community Investment Fund is a way to maximize 
your gift. 
Q: I don't like a certain agency. If I give to United Way, can I exclude 
them from receiving my money? 
A: Yes. On the bottom of the gift form , simply write "Exclude" followed 
by the name of the agency. 
Q: Are gifts tax-deductible? 
A: Yes. A reminder, though: Those who use payroll deduction (and that's 
most of us) need to save the last pay stub of the calendar year as an IRS 
receipt. The United Way line item on pay stubs is a record of how much 
has been given during the calendar year. 
Q: Does the United Way take positions on controversial topics? 
A: No, United Way feels it is not appropriate to be involved in funding 
or advocacy about controversial issues . United Way recognizes the value 
of diversity and differences of opinion on controversial issues and 
encourages advocacy of viewpoints in reaching goals in the best interest 
of the common good. Resources are online at www.unitedwaycares .com. 
Faculty and staff members with additional questions or concerns , can 
contact either of the campaign co-chairs, Marlene Kowalski-Braun or 
Jon Jellema, via e-mail or by calling x12400. 
If you give 
How will your United Way gift help? If you give ... 
• $25 per pay period will provide eight families with food and emer-
gency services to help them meet their basic needs; 
• $50 per pay period will provide child care services for two children. 
(The figures are based on 24 pay periods and represent one year of services .) 
···--------------------------
2006 United Way Campaign captains 
Kari Balcom Heidi Feldpausch Linda McCrea John Shinsky 
Dan Balfour Kent Fisher Susan Mendoza-Jones Shaun Shira 
Sheryl Balser Abbe Forbes Jeff Meyer Hari Singh 
Suzeanne Benet Barbara Fournier Lisa Miller Sue Sloop 
Elaine Benoit Yvette Fuentes Sharon Mills Claudia Sowa-Wajciakowski 
Patricia Bloem Doug Furton Susan Mlynarczyk Bobby Springer 
Larry Blose Lisa Garringer Carolyn Modderman Marilyn Stack 
Joan Boand Bob Gildersleeve Lisa Mulvihill Ken Stanton 
Nancy Boese Rita Grant Angie Munford Paul Stephenson 
Cynthia Breen Pam Hart Gloria Myaard Marcia Stoutjesdyk 
Lynelle Brown Vonnie Herrera Alex Nesterenko Frank Sylvester 
Doug Busman Lorna Holland Jessica Noble Diana Szczembara 
Bernadine Carey-Tucker Joe Hornik Karen Novotny LeaAnn Tibbe 
Susan Carson Connie Ingham Min Qi Pam Tober 
Lisa Catrett-Belrose Shelley Irwin Linda Raterink Peggy Vandenberg 
Christine Chamberlain Ginny Klingenberg Jeff Ray Joan VanTimmeren 
Karen Chavez Leijhi Koval Esther Ricco Jeroen Wagendorp 
Jodi Chycinski Marlene Kowalski-Braun Senez Rodriguez-Charbonier Keesha Walker 
Kevin Cole Steve Leeser Dan Royer Kristin Wegner 
Paul Comish Sarah Lineberry Krista Rye Gleaves Whitney 
Donna Deeb Doug Lipinski Terry Sack Sue Willemsen 
Chris DeMull Steve Lipnicki Jim Sanford Don Williams 
Jayne Dissette Salvador Lopez-Arias Mark Schaub Sara Winchester 
Kyle Douglass Carol Lopucki Patty Schneider 
Matt Dugener Gwyn Madden Lois Searles 
Dave Feenstra Linda Masselink Mary Ann Sheline 
